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“The term ‘well-rounded education’ means courses, activities, and programming in 
subjects such as English, reading or language arts, writing, science, technology, 
engineering, mathematics, foreign languages, civics and government, economics, arts, 
history, geography, computer science, music, career and technical education, health, 
physical education, and any other subject, as determined by the State or local 
educational agency, with the purpose of providing all students access to an enriched 
curriculum and educational experience.”

In December 2015, Congress reauthorized the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act (ESEA) as the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The ESSA discards the idea of 
“core” and “non-core” academic subjects. Instead, the focus of ESSA is on ensuring that 
each student is provided a “well-rounded education.”

This inclusion of music instruction as an integral component of a well-rounded 
education is the first step to ensuring all students have access to meaningful 
experiences with music making during their PK-12 schooling.

Scott, Vicky. “How Does Music Contribute To A Well-Rounded Education?” Missouri State Reynolds College of Arts and Letters Arts and Letters Magazine, August 18, 2022, 
https://rcoal.missouristate.edu/Magazine/music-and-education.htm.

https://rcoal.missouristate.edu/Magazine/music-and-education.htm
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